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IN HONOR OF THE 188TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE PARK AVENUE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to the Park Avenue
Christian Church as it celebrates its 188th an-
niversary. The Church held a Homecoming
Celebration on October 17 and 18.

The Christian church, which traces its roots
back to the Scottish reformation, first emerged
on the American Frontier in the early 1800’s.
On October 10, 1810, nine members of the
Ebenezer Baptist Church of New York City
formed themselves as ‘‘The Disciples of
Christ.’’ In 1945, the congregation moved to its
present site at 1010 Park Avenue and re-
named itself the Park Avenue Christian
Church.

As the oldest congregation within the Chris-
tian Church, the Park Avenue Christian
Church delivers a progressive, positive mes-
sage as an international, interracial, and inclu-
sive community.

Originally build as the old South Dutch Re-
formed Church in 1911, the sanctuary was in-
spired by La Sainte Chapelle in Paris. The
Church is an impressive structure on Park Av-
enue with buttress-supports and Tiffany
stained glass windows. In 1963, the Church
built a new education building on the site of
the original parish house; in 1982, a 56 rank
organ was added to the Church.

In 1989, the Park Avenue Christian Church
embarked on a massive renovation. This res-
toration not only ensured the preservation of
the Church into its third century of existence,
but also helped to revitalize the congregation’s
commitment to its mission to the world found-
ed on freedom, diversity, and tradition.

The Park Avenue Christian Church plays an
integral role in fostering a sense of community
on the Upper East Side of Manhattan. The
congregation is deeply rooted in social respon-
sibility, which greatly benefits the Park Avenue
community.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to bring to your
attention the Park Avenue Christian Church,
as it celebrates its 188th anniversary. I would
also like to pay tribute to Senior Minister Rev-
erend John Wade Payne and Associate min-
ister Reverend Allen V. Harris for their dedica-
tion to the Park Avenue Christian Church and
the surrounding community.
f

STATEMENT ON MAYOR BARRY’S
RETIREMENT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as many in the
Congress know, Mayor Marion Barry has de-
cided to leave office at the end of this year
after 16 years of service as Mayor. I issued a
statement when Mayor Barry announced his
retirement in May. I ask for permission to in-
clude that statement in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

After a lifetime of public service and devo-
tion to this city, my friend Marion Barry is

leaving office with the city on the rebound.
Sometimes controversial, always congenial,
Marion leaves with his infectious optimism
about the city he loves intact. The man who
invented politics in D.C. was also its most
skillful and resilient practitioner. He always
called me his ‘‘warrior’’ on the Hill. I always
knew that my old civil rights buddy would
no more settle for second class citizenship
here than he did in the movement. Whatever
our differences, Marion Barry was my friend
before he was Mayor, and he will be my
friend when he is no longer Mayor. I wish
him well.

f

RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF LA
HABRA HEIGHTS, CA, ON THE OC-
CASION OF ITS 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, around 1920, a
developer named Edwin G. Hart had a vision
for about 3,500 acres nestled in the hills of my
district. Since the early 1800’s, this area had
been known as ‘‘La Habra Rancho’’ and was
home to ranchers, farmers, and settlers.
Edwin Hart set out to develop this land into a
remarkable avocado growing belt, divided into
large 5-acre parcels and profitable for all his
neighbors.

He called it ‘‘La Habra Heights.’’
Gradually, La Habra Heights evolved from

an avocado producing area to a tranquil resi-
dential community. Today the city of just over
7 square miles has maintained its unique rural
character amidst urban Los Angeles County.
The residents of this pastoral area, including a
large horse riding population, have long en-
joyed a peaceful environment in the hills and
valleys of their community. Scenic riding trails
are connected throughout the heights and are
maintained by the Highland Riders. A commu-
nity-based volunteer fire department has pro-
vided protection to its residents for 50 years.

The city of La Habra Heights incorporated
on December 4, 1978, and the city has contin-
ued to prosper for 20 years. I would like to ex-
tend my congratulations to the over 6,800 resi-
dents of this community on the occasion of
their 20th anniversary as a city on December
4, 1998.
f

COMMUNITIES PULL TOGETHER
AFTER FLOOD DEVASTATION

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend we in central and south Texas expe-
rienced extraordinary rain storms which
dropped record amounts of rain in only a mat-
ter of hours. Some areas received nearly two
feet of water in roughly 24 hours. Our normally
calm rivers bursted over their banks, turning
into a racing wall of water. Even now, commu-
nities in my district find themselves under
water. Roads, houses, farms and ranches
have turned into lakes.

Devastation is everywhere. Homes have
been torn from their foundations. While lend-

ing a helping hand to others, one rescue work-
er and her husband watched in horror as their
house floated down what was once a street.
Many communities have no drinking water,
and thousands are only now beginning to re-
turn to their homes. For many, all their worldly
possessions are gone. Lives lost, businesses
flooded, livestock killed, and people’s prime in-
vestment, their homes, destroyed—that is the
legacy of the floods of 1998.

The counties I represent include some of
the hardest hit areas: Comal, Guadalupe,
Bexar and Wilson Counties have not seen this
level of destruction in more than a generation
or more. In some areas, the Guadalupe River,
normally 150 feet wide, stretches three miles
across. It may take days or weeks to add up
the value of lost property, but we know today
already that some have experienced the great-
est loss. At least 17 persons have died as a
result of these storms, and a number of chil-
dren remain missing and are feared lost. For
the record, I have attached a list of these fa-
talities. Mr. Speaker, our hearts and prayers
go out to these families at this tragic time.

I spent yesterday visiting flood-damaged
communities. While the destruction was truly
heart-wrenching, I was impressed with the
professionalism exhibited by city leaders, law
enforcement and emergency service crews. I
admired neighborly spirit of the many volun-
teers who came out to help. In response to
this crisis, people from all walks of life came
together to battle the water and save lives.
The next few days will be critical as the re-
building begins. I know that, despite the chal-
lenges, the people of Texas will pull together
and overcome.
f

HONORING JUDITH MARDEN INSTI-
TUTE FOR COMMUNITY LIVING
AWARDEE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor Judith Marden for service to the Brook-
lyn community, and congratulate her as a re-
cipient of an Institute for Community Living
award.

Judith Marden graduated from Adelphi Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Elementary Education. She received her Mas-
ter of Science Degree in Elementary education
from Hofstra University concentrating on
courses in sociology and psychology.

After teaching for a number of years, she
decided to join her husband Melvin in their
contract and design business. At that time she
attended the New York School of Interior De-
sign.

For the last twenty-five years, she has taken
her background in design, psychology and so-
ciology and applied them to furnishing resi-
dences, group homes, and larger facilities.
The emphasis has been on establishing a
home-like environment to suit the different
needs of the individuals living in them.

In her work, Judith has researched the living
needs of the homeless, mentally ill, chemically
addicted, developmentally disabled, individuals
with AIDS, children in foster care, battered
women, senior citizens, children and unwed
mothers, while working with the agencies that
care for and support these populations.
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Mr. Speaker, I would like you and my col-

leagues from both sides of the aisle to join me
in honoring Ms. Judith Marden for her invalu-
able service to the Institute for Community Liv-
ing and the Brooklyn community.

f

REHABILITATION HOSPITALS

HON. JOHN S. TANNER
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr.
NEAL, for taking the lead on an issue that af-
fects rehabilitation hospitals and units. It is
very important that we work with Mr. NEAL on
this issue to correct some problems that were
created by the passage of the Balanced Budg-
et Act of 1997 (BBA).

Mr. NEAL’s legislation restores incentive pay-
ments for PPS-exempt rehabilitation hospitals
and units that were changed by the BBA. It
also changes the provision in the BBA which
imposed a 15% reduction in capital payments
for PPS-exempt hospitals and units for
FY1998–2002.

In our efforts to restore Medicare to financial
stability last year, we may have approved cuts
to rehabilitation hospitals and units that actu-
ally save Medicare dollars. I am afraid that
these cuts may undermine patient care and
force them to either stay in hospitals longer or
to be discharged home prematurely, or worse,
to a nursing home.

Studies confirm that early rehabilitation for
stroke and traumatic brain injury leads to
shorter overall hospitalizations, less mortality
and fewer complications. This translates to
both federal and state, as well as private dol-
lars, saved. A few studies have shown that
stroke patients who receive rehabilitation have
better outcomes that those who do not.

These studies also indicate that stroke reha-
bilitation patients are more likely to be dis-
charged to a home than to a nursing home.
They confirm that comprehensive rehabilitation
programs are effective in treating low back
pain, and that pulmonary rehabilitation re-
duces expensive re-hospitilization and emer-
gency room visits.

Rehabilitation also maximizes the restora-
tion of functional capacity, and it helps people
adapt to a more independent life. Rehabilita-
tion can help older individuals avoid the serv-
ices of a nurse or home health aide in many
cases. All of this translates to savings to Medi-
care, Medicaid and the health care system.

While we obviously cannot move legislation
this year, I am concerned about the impact
that BBA is having on the payment for provid-
ing rehabilitation services to Medicare bene-
ficiaries. I am afraid that, in our efforts to re-
store financial stability to the Medicare system,
we may have implemented a policy which will
actually increase Medicare spending.

While I am cautious about suggesting any
legislation that may add additional costs to the
Medicare system, I do not want us to be
penny wise but pound foolish. I would hope
that the Congress can examine this issue
carefully in the future.

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 4858—
UNITED STATES-PANAMA PART-
NERSHIP ACT OF 1998

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 20, 1998
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have today in-

troduced H.R. 4858, the United States-Pan-
ama Partnership Act of 1998.

The purpose of this legislation is to signal to
the people of Panama the strong interest in
the United States Congress in continuing into
the next century the special relationship that
has existed between our two peoples since
1903.

I am joined in sponsoring this measure by a
very distinguished list of cosponsors, including
CHARLIE RANGEL, Ranking Democratic Mem-
ber of the Committee on Ways and Means;
CHRIS COX, Chairman of the House Repub-
lican Policy Committee; DENNIS HASTERT, the
Chief Deputy Majority Whip; BOB MENENDEZ,
the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip; DAVID
DREIER, the next Chairman of the Committee
on Rules; FLOYD SPENCE, Chairman of the
Committee on National Security; HENRY HYDE,
Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary;
DAN BURTON, Chairman of the Committee on
Government Reform and Oversight; and BILL
MCCOLLUM, Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Crime of the Committee on the Judiciary.

We are introducing this bill because Pan-
ama and the United States today stand at a
crossroads in the special relationship between
our two peoples that dates back to the begin-
ning of this century. As this century draws to
a close, our two nations must decide whether
to end that relationship, or renew and reinvigo-
rate it for the 21st century. We must decide,
in other words, whether our nations should
continue to drift apart, or draw closer together.

In the case of Canada and Mexico—the
other two countries whose historical relation-
ship with the United States most closely par-
allels Panama’s—there has been a collective
decision to draw our nations closer together.
This decision, embodied in the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), was
grounded in a recognition that, in today’s
world, our mutual interests are best served by
increased cooperation and integration.

The legislation we are introducing today of-
fers Panama the opportunity to join Canada
and Mexico in forging a new, more mature,
mutually beneficial relationship with the United
States. In exchange, our legislation asks Pan-
ama to remain our partner in the war on drugs
and other regional security matters by continu-
ing to host a U.S. military presence after 1999.

Under the Panama Canal Treaties of 1977,
the U.S. presence in Panama is scheduled to
terminate at the end of next year. Panama will
assume full control of the Panama Canal, and
all U.S. military forces will be withdrawn.

A 1977 protocol to the Treaties provides
that the United States and Panama may agree
to extend the U.S. military presence in Pan-
ama beyond 1999, and for the last two years
U.S. and Panamanian negotiators have sought
to reach just such an agreement. Four weeks
ago, however, it was announced that these
negotiations had failed and that the U.S. mili-
tary would withdraw from Panama as sched-
uled.

This is a regrettable turn of events for both
of our countries. The United States and Pan-

ama both benefit in many ways from the tradi-
tional U.S. military presence in Panama. For
the United States, that presence provides a
forward platform from which to combat
narcotrafficking and interdict the flow of drugs,
which threatens all countries in this hemi-
sphere.

For Panama, the U.S. presence adds an es-
timated $300 million per year to the local
economy, fosters economic growth by contrib-
uting to a stable investment climate, and helps
deter narcoterrorism from spilling over in Pan-
ama.

In retrospect, the Clinton Administration
acted precipitously three years ago when it re-
jected Panama’s offer to negotiate an exten-
sion of our traditional military presence in ex-
change for a package of benefits to be mutu-
ally agreed upon. In the wake of that decision,
the effort to establish a Multinational Counter-
narcotics Center failed to gain broad support
across Panama’s political spectrum because it
was an unfamiliar concept to most Panama-
nians.

Our legislation returns to, and builds upon,
the concept proposed by Panama three years
ago of extending the traditional U.S. military
presence in Panama beyond 1999 in ex-
change for a package of benefits. Our legisla-
tion includes three specific provisions of bene-
fit to Panama.

First, and most importantly, our bill offers to
bring Panama into the first rank of U.S. trade
partners by giving Panama the same pref-
erential access to the U.S. market that Can-
ada and Mexico currently enjoy. The economic
value of this benefit for Panama is difficult to
quantify today, but over time it should lead to
significantly increased investment and employ-
ment there, which would directly benefit all
Panamanians.

Second, it offers a scholarship program for
deserving Panamanian students to study in
the United States.

Third, it offers assistance in preparing for
the construction of a new bridge across the
Panama Canal.

Taken together, these specific provisions
give substance to the larger promise of this
legislation, which is to renew and reinvigorate
the special relationship between our two peo-
ples as we enter the 21st century, provided
the people of Panama decide they want to re-
main our partner.

Obviously it is too later for us to seek to
enact the United States-Panama Partnership
Act this year. And obviously no purpose would
be served by enacting this legislation if it
emerges that there is little interest in Panama
in renewing our special relationship along the
lines proposed in this bill.

Our purpose at this stage is limited to laying
out our proposal so that the people of Panama
may consider it. We will introduce this bill
again next year, and if by that time there have
been expressions of serious interest in this
proposal within Panama, we will work to move
the bill forward through the legislative process.

Under Article I, section 7 of the U.S. Con-
stitution, this bill can only originate in the
House of Representatives. We are confident,
however, that the Senate would join us in ap-
proving this measure, provided that the people
of Panama indicate that they too wish to
strengthen relations between our two countries
along the lines proposed in our bill.

It is our sincere hope that Panama will ac-
cept this invitation to reinvigorate the special
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